
8th Grade Science 
Lab Report Rubric 

 
PROBLEM: State the problem in a complete sentence. 
     3pts = The student clearly states the problem in a full sentence. 
  2pts = The student understands the problem but does not use a full sentence. 
  1 pt = Only part of the problem is stated and a full sentence is absent. 
 
HYPOTHESIS: State the hypothesis in a complete sentence. 
   3pts = The student clearly states the hypothesis in a full sentence. 
   2pts = The student has a basic hypothesis but does not use a full sentence. 
   1 pt = Only part of the hypothesis is stated and a full sentence is absent. 
 
PROCEDURE: List step by step in full sentences the directions for another person to set up their 
   experiment.  The steps must be complete enough that this individual can duplicate 
   the procedure. 
   5pts = All steps are listed in full sentences in a clear concise order by number. 
   4pts = Most steps are included and in full sentences but one or two steps about the 
              procedure are lacking. 
   3pts = Some steps are included and in full sentences but too much critical information 
              is lacking. 
   2pts = Some steps are included but full sentences are lacking.  Many steps are missing 
              and another person could not take this information and duplicate their experiment. 
   1 pt = Many steps are missing, full sentences are lacking, and little effort is made. 
 
GRAPH AND TABLE:   Create a data table and graph in Excel and import it into Word. 
    6pts = A complete data table is completed using Excel.  A graph with 
               both axes labeled properly and a title are included. 
    5pts = The data table is complete but one or more labels are missing on the graph. 
    4pts = Data is not properly presented in the table.  The graph is missing some 
               labels. 
    3pts = The student has failed to include a data table or graph. 
    2pts = The graph is the only thing present, but it is not labeled properly. 
    1 pt = The graph or data table is the only thing with no labels.  
 
ANALYSIS OF DATA: Write a paragraph about your observations in the experiment.  Include 

comments about the observed highs and lows in your data, and give specific 
examples.  Address whether your hypothesis was correct or incorrect 
according to the observed data.  Interpret what the data means and any 
patterns observed.  Include any observations about anything that might have 
impacted and thrown off the results.  All statements must be in complete 
sentences. 

 5pts = The student thoroughly discusses their results, gives suggestions for 
  improvement, addresses the hypothesis. and analyzes the data.  All  
  statements are in complete sentences. 
 4pts = The student has discussed the experiment, addressed the hypothesis, and 
  made observations of data.  One or two main ideas are missing.  
 3pts = The student talks about the experiment but makes little attempt to analyze  
  data.  The data is listed rather than discussed. 
 2pts = The student has only written one or two statements about their observations 
  of the experiment.  No true analyis has occurred. 
 1 pt = Full sentences are not used.  No examples of data are given. 



APPLICATION OF DATA: Write a paragraph about the application of the data.  Include  
  comments about the observed highs and lows in your data, and give 
  specific examples of what they indicate.  Indicate the common uses of  
  the data.  All statements must be in complete sentences. 
  5pts = The student thoroughly discusses their results.  They give a 
   suggestion for a true application and supported it with the data. 
   All sentences are complete sentences. 
  4pts = The student has discussed the experiment and made some good 
   observations about the data.  The section is good but missing 
   one or two main ideas. 
  3pts = The student talks about the experiment but makes little attempt 
   to apply data to a real life situation. 
  2pts = The student has only written one or two statements about their 
   observations of the experiment.  They fail to give examples to 
   make their point.  No true application has occurred. 
  1 pt = Little effort is made.  Full sentences are not used.  No data is given. 
 
CONCLUSION: Include one to three sentences clearly stating the answer to the problem  
 stated in the beginning of the experiment.  The statements should include 
 a conclusion based on their data. 
 3pts = The student has clearly stated their conclusion to the experiment.  Full 
  sentences are used to answer the problem. 
 2pts = The conclusion is good but too short.  The conclusion is lacking a main 
  component. 
 1 pt = The conclusion does not match the student’s data.  Full sentences are not  
  used. 
 
 
 
 


